
 
 

1 

 

 

Date of Meeting:   June 1, 2018 Time: 9:30 am -  12:30 pm 

Minutes Prepared by: Sharon Jackson Location: Food Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina 

Attendance at Meeting:  
DAC Members & Liaisons Present: Ronny Bell, Chair; Jan Nicollerat, Vice-Chair;  
Gideon Adams, Battle Betts, Caroline Blackwell (on the phone), Paul Bray, Laura 
Edwards, Karla Kirako (on the phone), Monique Mackey, Chris Memering, Nicolle 
Miller, Julie Paul; Amy Quesinberry, Joanne Rinker, Susan Spratt, Joyce Swetlick, 
Sheree Vodicka, Marti Wolf, and Larry Wu 
 

 
Invited Guests and Staff Present: Surabhi Aggarwal, Sammy Bailey, Kim Barnette Travis Battle, Daniel Baum, 
Maggie Birdsell, John Brisson, Alicia Clark, Erielle Cooper, Kelly Crosbie, Kathy Dowd (on the phone), Rebecca 
Freeman, William Ferro, Kristie Hicks, Lisa Hodges, Sharon Jackson, Dave Jenkins, Kendrick Kemp, Sanga 
Krupakar, Melissa Leonard, Sriram Machineni, Jen Sohl-Marion, Kevin Meese, Susan Kansagra, Jaime Pearce, 
Shante Peterson, April Reese, Sharon Rhyne, Nancy Stamey, Cathy Thomas, Amber Tabarrini (on the phone), 
Mimi Tomei, Gwen Vincent (on the phone), Cornell Wright, Elizabeth Wright 
 
 

 

Meeting Highlights 
 

Topics and Points of Discussion Carry-over 
Item? 

1. Welcome, Introductions, Approval of Minutes 

- Ronny Bell, Diabetes Advisory Council (DAC) Chair, welcomed all participants, and asked 
everyone present to introduce themselves.  

- Meeting highlights from the October 6, 2017 meeting were approved as submitted. The 
meeting highlights and handouts are posted on the Diabetesnc.com website. 

-  

 

No 

 

2. Announcements 
- Chair, Ronny Bell, announced and offered congratulations to Wilson Value Drug for 

obtaining Full CDC Recognition for their Diabetes Prevention Program (DPP) and Kathy 
Dowd for delivering two national webinars. The links to the webinars were submitted to 
Sharon Jackson by Kathy and will be emailed to the Council and stakeholders. The links to 
the webinars are listed below: 

• https://vimeo.com/266361084 

• http://www.audiologist.org/webinars/dizziness-vertigo-and-falls-in-persons-with-diabetes 

No 
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3. NC Health Equity Report  
- Cornell Wright, the Executive Director of the North Carolina Office of Minority Health and 

Health Disparities, reviewed the NC Health Equity Report 2018. His presentation is on the 
web at http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php   

 

No 

4. DAC Awards Communications Plan  
- Kendrick Kemp is the Communications Specialist for the Community and Clinical 

Connections for Prevention and Health Branch (CCCP) within the North Carolina Division 
of Public Health. He announced the opening of the 2018 DAC Awards and presented 
timeline for accepting nominations, notification of winners, presentation of awards, and 
overall announcement of winners to the public. More information and the application for 
nominations for the 2018 DAC Awards is on the web at 
http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php  
 

 

No 

5. DAC Awards Ad-Hoc Committee 
- Jan Nicollerat is the Vice-Chair of the Diabetes Advisory Council (DAC), and a Certified 

Diabetes Educator in Raleigh, NC. She solicited volunteers for review of the award 
applications. Three DAC members volunteered: 

• Laura Edwards 

• Lisa Hodges 

• Monique Mackey 

• Joyce Swetlick 
 

No 

6. UK DIRECT Clinical Trial: Finding Implications for North Carolinians 

- Dr. Sriram Machineni is an Assistant Professor of Medicine in the Division of Endocrinology 
and Metabolism and Director of the UNC Medical Weight Clinic at the UNC School of 
Medicine. He presented on the UK Diabetes Remission Clinical Trial (DIRECT) and its 
implications for scalability, effectiveness, and long-term sustainability. His presentation is 
on the web at http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php 

 

No 

7. North Carolina Medicaid Transformation & Diabetes 
- Kelly Crosbie is Senior Program Manager, Health Transformation for the North Carolina 

Department of Health and Human Services. She provided an overview and update of 
Medicaid transformation focusing on how the effects on population and diabetes. Her 
presentation is on the web at http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php  
 

 

8. Diabetes Language 
- Joanne Rinker is the Director of Practice and Content Development for the American 

Association of Diabetes Educators (AADE) and Chris Memering is a Registered Nurse at 
CarolinaEast Health System.  They are both members of the DAC and Certified Diabetes 
Educators. They co-presented on the importance of using proper language when 

No 
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communicating to and with patients living with diabetes. Their presentation is on the web at 
http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php 

9. New Funding for Diabetes and Heart Disease 

- April Reese is the Health Systems Manager for the Community and Clinical Connections 
for Prevention and Health Branch (CCCP) within the North Carolina Division of Public 
Health. She provided an overview of two CDC grants which address prevention and 
management of diabetes, heart disease and stroke. Her presentation is on the web at  
http://diabetesnc.com/partner_ncdac.php.  
 

No 

10. Facebook Update 
- Jan Nicollerat provided a brief update of the DAC Facebook page including followers and 

engagement. 
- Sharon Jackson requested that members use the “suggestions” function on Facebook to 

increase awareness of and likes to the page.  

 

11. Wrap-up 
- The links to Kathy Dowd’s national webinars will be included on the June 1, 2018 DAC 

meeting minutes. 
- The DAC leadership will update the Facebook page when the DAC Awards application is 

live and Sharon will include the link to the nominations page with the June 1 DAC minutes. 
- To nominate a person or organization for a 2018 DAC Diabetes Prevention and 

Management Award, visit 
https://communityandclinicalconnections.formstack.com/forms/ncdiabetesaward2018  
 

No 

 

Next Meeting: Friday, October 26, 2018, 9:30-12:30 p.m. 
 

Follow us on Facebook!  North Carolina Diabetes Advisory Council 
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