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2019 Legislative & Regulatory Priorities

• Funding for Diabetes Research and Programs

• Access to Adequate and Affordable Health Care

• Prevention

• Fight Discrimination

• Health Equity

• Advancing Treatments and Technology



Insulin Affordability

ADA is committed to making insulin affordable 

and accessible for all who need it 

and require transparency 

throughout the insulin supply chain. 



Insulin Affordability Microsite:

makeinsulinaffordable.org

• Petition

• Personal 

stories 

• Resolution



Insulin Affordability
Working Group White Paper

Summary of Key Conclusions:
• The current pricing and rebate system 

encourages high list prices.
• There is a lack of transparency throughout the 

insulin supply chain.
• People with diabetes are financially harmed 

by high list prices and high out-of-pocket 
costs.

• Patient medical care can be adversely affected 
by formulary decisions.

• The regulatory framework for development 
and approval of biosimilar insulins is 
burdensome for manufacturers



Public Policy Statement
Summary of Key Recommendations:

• Increase pricing transparency throughout 
the insulin supply chain.

• Lower or remove patient cost-sharing for 
insulin.

• Streamline the biosimilar approval 
process.

• Increase access to health care coverage 
for all people with diabetes.



Engaged in 172 bills related to health care access

54 Medicaid bills
• Expanding and defending eligibility

• Prohibiting work and community engagement requirements

• Closing coverage gaps

51 bills increasing access to medications 
• Insulin copay cap bills

• Transparency in the drug pricing chain

• Step therapy and prior authorization protocols

• Prohibiting mid-year formulary changes

• Cost-sharing requirements

• Non-medical switching

• Prohibiting pharmacy gag clauses

50 bills improving or preserving health insurance coverage
• Prohibiting/regulating short-term limited duration plans or other lesser quality plans

• Prohibiting interstate sale of insurance

• Improving the stability of marketplaces



Insulin Affordability 

• Over 7 million Americans depend on exogenous 
insulin to live. 

• The price of insulin tripled between 2002 and 2013 
and the price of insulin continues to rise

• 1 in 4 people with diabetes have reported rationing 
their insulin due to cost. 

• The ADA believes that no one in need of insulin 
should ever go without and strongly supports 
legislation to help increase insulin affordability



Insulin Affordability 

In order to make insulin more affordable for people who need it, the ADA supports legislation to 

increase insulin pricing transparency throughout the supply chain (Colorado HB18-1009).

• Insulin transparency bills require costs and profits reporting from each of the stakeholders in the 

insulin supply chain: drug manufacturers, PBMs, health insurers, and pharmacies. 

• These reports would then be made public. 

The ADA was monumental in the passage of the nation’s first co pay cap on insulin in Colorado. 

• Colorado HB19-1216, caps the monthly co pay for insulin to $100, regardless of the number of vials 

or type of insulin needed. 

• Enlists the Attorney General of CO to investigate the rising costs of insulin in the state and to make 

the report public. Over 20 other states are anticipating the introduction of similar legislation in 2020.

We support Medicaid expansion to help make insulin more affordable:

• Idaho and Nebraska passed expansion on the 2018 ballot

We support public options in health insurance (Medicaid buy-in):

• Washington state (SB-5526) and Colorado HB19-1004. 

• Connecticut is also considering a public option bill. 



State Government Affairs

Engagement Opportunities

• Local committees and activities

• Become a point of contact for state and federal 

legislation

• Promote ADA advocacy through social media 

and your networks



Questions?
Please email Veronica De La Garza at 

vdelagarza@diabetes.org or 

call at (800) 676-4065 ext. 6017

mailto:vdelagarza@diabetes.org

